PAPER 2: GEOGRAPHY (50)

Aims:

1. To develop an understanding of terms, concepts
and principles related to Geography.

2. To explain the cause- effect relationships of natural
phenomena.

3. To understand the patterns and processes that affect
human response to natural environment.

4. To understand the use of natural resources and
development of regions by mankind.

5. To acquire knowledge of and appreciate the
interdependence of nations and different regions of
the world.

6. To know the availability of resources, understand,
explain their uses and appreciate the problems of
development in India and South Asia.

7. To acquire practical skills related to the meaning
and use of maps and their use in the study of

geography.

CLASS IX

There will be one paper of two hours duration
carrying 80 marks and Internal Assessment of
20 marks.

The question paper will consist of Part I and Part I1.

Part I (compulsory) will consist of two questions.
Question 1 will consist of short answer questions from
the entire syllabus and Question 2 will consist of a
question based on Map. Candidates will be expected
to answer all questions.

Part II. Candidates will be required to choose any
five questions.

Candidates will be expected to make the fullest use of
sketches, diagrams, graphs and charts in their
answers.

Questions may
interpretation
interest.

require answers
of photographs

involving  the
of geographical

PRINCIPLES OF GEOGRAPHY

1. Our World

(i) Earth as a planet — shape, size and its
uniqueness in the solar system.

Shape of the earth — proofs from the earliest
days till today. Size of the earth in proportion
to the other planets and the unique position of
the earth. Measurements of the earth. Earth
as the home of humankind and the conditions
that exist here.

(i1) Geographic grid - Latitudes and longitudes;
locating places on the Earth; longitude and

time; local and standard time; Great Circle
routes and International dateline.

(a) Concept of latitudes: main latitudes, the
location with degrees, parallels of latitude
and their uses. (b) Concept of longitudes -
Prime Meridian, time(local, standard and
time zones, GMT and International Date Line
(IDL). Eastern and Western hemisphere. (c)
Using latitudes and longitudes to find
locations. Uses of the Great Circle.

(iii) Rotation of the earth and the alternation of
day and night; Revolution of the earth and
seasonal changes; Inclination of the earth's
axis and its significance.

Movements of the earth and their effects:
(a) Rotation — direction, speed, occurrence of
day and night, effect of the inclination of the
axis on the duration of day and night in
summer and winter in both hemispheres.
(b) Revolution of the earth, and its effects
seasons in low and high latitudes. Equinoxes
and solstices.

2. Structure of the Earth and Internal Processes
(1) Earth’s Structure

Core, mantle, crust - their structure Ii.e.
internal composition, thickness, pressure,
temperature, density. Forces originating in
the interior of the earth — movements due to
temperature and pressure in the interior of the
earth.

(i1) Landforms of the earth — mountains, plateaus
and plains.



(v) Earthquakes -

Types of mountains, types of plateaus, types of
plains - structural, erosional, depositional.
Examples from the world and India. World
map showing the distribution of these features
as listed.

(ii1) Rocks - difference between minerals and

rocks, types of rocks: igneous, sedimentary,
metamorphic,  their characteristics  and
formation; rock cycle.

Self-explanatory.

(iv) Volcanoes - causes and distribution

Types of Volcanoes — central and fissure,
shield  volcanoes, central type (cone)
formation and structure. Intrusive (dykes, sill,
batholiths) and extrusive (dome, basic lava
shield). Phenomena like hot springs, geysers.
Important volcanic zones of the world.

causes, effects and their

distribution.

Causes, measurement, effects: destructive (eg.
Tsunamis) and constructive. Map  of
earthquake zones of the world.

(vi) Folding and faulting — causes, effects and

associated landforms

Vertical and horizontal movements and
associated features of folding and faulting;
synclines and anticlines, fold mountain, rift
valley and horsts (block mountains), diagrams
of the mountain formations.

Weathering

Meaning and effects of weathering, types of
weathering with examples.

Weathering, mass wasting, mechanical
weathering of rocks —  disintegration
(granular, exfoliation and frost action);
chemical  weathering —  decomposition,
oxidation, carbonation, hydration, solution
and biological weathering — (man, plants and
animals).

Hydrosphere
(i) Importance of oceans. Distribution of land

and water; features like isthmus, gulf, bay,
strait, island.
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Earth - the watery planet, features like
isthmus, gulf, bay, strait, islands; map
showing the oceans and seas, water bodies
and associated features as listed in the
World Map.

(i) Movement of ocean waters, tides -
formation, properties and patterns of tides.
Currents — their circulation pattern and
effects.(Specifically Gulf Stream, North
Atlantic Drift, Labrador Current, Kuro Shio
and Oya Shio.)

Factors that cause tides, nature of tides
and periodicity, neap and spring tides.
Circulation pattern and effect of currents on

climate.

Atmosphere

(1) Composition and structure of the
atmosphere.
Diagrammatic representation of
atmospheric  layers; as  Troposphere,

Stratosphere, lonosphere and Exosphere;
ozone in stratosphere, its depletion. Global
warming and its effects.

(i1) Insolation — heat balance, heat zones.

Heat balance, heat budget, heat zones of the
earth, factors affecting temperature like
differential heating and cooling of land and
water, latitude, altitude, distance from the
sea and slope of the land.

(ii1)Pressure belts and types of wind.

Pressure belts, factors affecting direction
and velocity of wind — pressure gradient,
Coriolis effect, Permanent winds — trades,
Westerlies and Polar Easterlies,— periodic
winds - land and sea breezes, monsoons,
local winds, variable winds - cyclones,
anticyclones and jet streams.

(iv) Precipitation, types and causes.

Humidity - relative and absolute process of
condensation and precipitation; forms of
precipitation — rain, dew, frost, snow, hail,
mist, fog and smog. Types of rainfall —
relief/orographic, convectional,
cyclonic/frontal with examples from the



different parts of the world. Distribution of
average annual rainfall; areas of high, low
and moderate rainfall in the world.

6. Natural regions of the World
Location, area climate, natural vegetation and
human adaptation (only crops grown.)
Equitorial region, tropical grass land, Tropical
Desert, Tropical Monsoon, Mediterranean, China
type, Cool Temperate West coast, temperate grass
land, temperate desert, taiga and tundra.

7. Map Work

A question will be set to locate and label the
following information on an outline map of the
world.

1. The major natural regions of the world -
Equatorial, Tropical Monsoon, Tropical
Desert, Mediterranean type, Cool Temperate
Continental (Steppe, Prairie), Cool
Temperate Oceanic (China type).

2. The oceans, seas, gulfs - all major oceans
and seas of the world - Caribbean Sea, North
Sea, Black Sea, Caspian sea, Baltic Sea,
Mediterranean Sea, Gulf of Alaska, Hudson
Bay, Gulf of St. Lawrence, Gulf of Mexico,
Gulf of Guinea, Strait of Magellan, Strait of
Gibraltar, Strait of Malacca and Isthmus of
Suez.

3. Rivers — Fraser, St. Lawrence, Missouri and

Mississippi, Colorado, Amazon, Parana,
Paraguay, Nile, Zaire, Niger, Orange, Rhine,
Seine, Volga, Danube, Murray, Darling,
Hwang Ho, Ganga, Godavari, Mekong,

Irrawaddy, Tigris, Euphrates.

4. Mountains — Rockies, Andes, Appalachian,
Alps, Himalayas, Pyrenees, Scandinavian
Mountains, Carpathians, Ethiopian
Highlands, Drakensburg, Khinghan, Zagros,
Tien Shan, Arakan Yoma, Central Japanese
Alps.

5. Plateaus — Canadian Shield, Labrador
Plateau, Tibetan plateau, Brazilian highlands,
African Rift Valley, Iranian Plateau.
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1.

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
PRACTICAL WORK/ PROJECT WORK

A record file having any three of the following
exercises will be maintained. (The file will be
evaluated out of 10 marks).

(a) Uses of important types of maps.

(b) Directions and how to identify them - an
illustrative diagram.

(c) Reading and using statement of scale, graphic
scale and scale shown by representative
fraction method. (No drawing work, only

explaining their meanings).

(d) Reading of one town guide map or an atlas
map. (Recognising the symbols and colours

used, identifying directions and distances).

Drawing and recognising forms of important
contours viz. valleys, ridges, types of slopes,
conical hill, plateau, escarpment and sea cliff.

(e)

®

Drawing at least one sketch map to organize
information about visiting an important place,
a Z0o or a monument.

Candidates will be required to prepare a project
report on any one topic. The topics for
assignments may be selected from the list of
suggested assignments given below. Candidates
can also take up an assignment of their choice
under any of the four broad areas given below.
(The project will be evaluated out of 10 marks).

Suggested list of Assignments:

(a)

(b)

Weather records: Maintaining and interpreting
weather records as found in the newspaper for at
least one season.

Collection of data from secondary sources:
Collecting newspaper and magazine articles of
geographical value and writing a synopsis on
current issues like — use of earth resources/
development activities/dangers of development
and ecological disasters like  droughts,
earthquakes, volcanoes, floods, landslides
cyclones, tornadoes in the world.



(¢c) Area Studies: Choosing any aspect from
Section B (World Studies) and preparing an
illustrated talk or a write-up on it.

(d) Physical Features: Collecting or taking
photographs and preparing notional sketches of
environmental features formed in the vicinity or
areas visited during the year as a part of school
activity.

(e) Tools and Techniques used in the study of
Geography — Maps, Map projections, Remote
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®

Sensors, Aerial photographs, Satellite images and
Stereoscopy.

Meteorological Instruments and their uses —
Six’s maximum and minimum thermometer,
mercury barometer, aneroid barometer, wind
vane, anemometer, rain gauge and hygrometer.
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